Top 10 Educational Web Sites:

http://www.kidsknowit.com/
The KidsKnowIt Network is a Web site that includes a host of educational Wed sites from http://www.kidsbiology.com/animals-for-children.php which allows kids to take a virtual trip to the zoo to http://www.kidsastronomy.com/, an astronomy page that teaches children about the exciting world of outer space. The virtual zoo tour has children select the animal they would like to learn about and a picture along with a description appears. It tells you what class the animal belongs to as well as what it eats and where it lives. The astronomy section is an interactive page where children can explore the universe. The KidsKnowIt Network site includes everything from history and math to educational music and spelling. It is definitely one of my personal favorites.

http://www.learningbox.com/i_index.htm
The Learning Box is a hands-on interactive Web site where children can explore everything from investigating air, which helps children visualize the movement of air, to testing their math skills. With the Manny’s Rumba activity children are testing their mathematical knowledge by clicking and dragging blocks into a box until they match the number they are given. 

http://pbskids.org/wayback/civilrights/index.html
PBS Kids is another helpful history site. Children can test their Civil Rights knowledge with multiple choice games. The Snapshot feature allows children to share their thoughts about the images they are seeing. They are instructed to view the historical photos and send their feedback to the Web site host so they can post their comments for others to read.

http://www.primarygames.com/
Primary Games is a great site to use for elementary school children.  The site contains a curriculum guide so teachers can find games and activities that meet their school's curriculum needs. This guide contains a content description and grade level suggestion for each educational activity found on the site. From coloring pages to interactive games, crafts and links, this site has it all.  

http://www.prongo.com/math/multiplication.html
Batter’s Up Baseball is a cool game for kids to test their math skills. The objet of the game is for children to solve math problems. When they get the answer right their team moves around the bases. If they get the problem wrong they get a strike. Three strikes equals an out and three outs means the game is over. I had my nephew test it out and he thought the game was fun and was definitely engaged.

http://www.zeeks.com/
There is one game on Zeek’s that I really thought was useful and made it worth adding to my top ten list. The game is Lightning Librarian. It is a game that helps a child test their memory skills. 
http://www.4kids.org/games/
4kids.org has interesting games that offer a fun approach to learning math, language arts, vocabulary and thinking skills. I tested the site out on my niece who is 10. She played the Coconut Vowel game and found it to be difficult at first, but once she got the hang of it she enjoyed herself. We ended up sitting at the computer for more than a half hour playing the game. Word Frog which provides practice in matching antonyms, synonyms, and homonyms is also a fun learning tool that I would definitely use in class.

http://www.funisland.com/
Go to Fun Island and click on the educational games link to access the learning tool. What I found to be interesting is that the games have ratings and show the number of clicks each games has received. The games which range from taking care of pets to serving customers in a diner are more for middle school-age students.

http://www.emagame.com/
The games on EMA Educational Games & Posters site are to test your knowledge of history. The games can be played by students and parents and teachers. A teacher could have the students play in class and she too plays along with them, testing her knowledge – on a different level than her students.

http://funschool.kaboose.com/
There are several good games on the Fun School site. I enjoyed the geography game that allows children (and adults) to test their knowledge on the location of states in the U.S. It is interactive game where the user is given a state name and has to identify and click on its location on a map of the United States. After playing around with game, I realized I definitely need to take refresher course on U.S. geography.
